the aid of his simple tools, a wooden shovel and a pick,
also in earliest times of wood but later of iron, con-
structed a rough hearth of stones on which he kindled
a fire When it was burning strongly he cast m his ore
and afterwards collected the molten tin from the ashes.

BREAKING AND WASHING THE ORE.    16th cent.
The next stage was to construct a regular furnace,
exactly similar in type to the boles or furnaces used
for lead-melting (see above, p. 55). These furnaces were
enclosed in a building, the ' blowing-house', in early
times a rough thatched shanty, which was burnt from
time to time to obtain the metallic dust which had